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high schools and English is an important subject of the curriculum.
At the close of class VIII pupils appear for the high school entrance
and scholarship examination which is conducted by the department.
This examination was instituted in 1917 and took the place of three
special examinations: the examination of class VIII conducted by
middle school head masters, the admission test to high schools
conducted by high school head masters and the high school scholarship
examination conducted to the department. The examination has
been successful in weeding out unfit candidates from the high schools
and in levelling up the standard of instruction in middle schools. Only
recently criticism against this examination has been heard, the argu-
ment apparently being that as Government should encourage education
any obstacle in the way of as many pupils as possible proceeding to
high schools should be removed.

18.   The general level of instruction in anglo-vernacular middle
schools is at present fairly satisfactory in Government schools, but,
rather less so in aided schools.   Care is taken to ensure that buildings,
equipment and staff come up. to a required standard.   Some of the
schools   are maintained   by Government,   some   are under private
management aided by Government grants and some are maintained by
municipalities.   Those that are maintained by municipalities are aided
by Government under   the same terms    as schools under private
management.   Municipalities are not encouraged to open anglo-verna-
cular middle schools until they have made adequate provision for
primary education.     District councils are not allowed to maintain
anglo-vernacular middle schools as it is considered that their chief
duty of providing prirtiary education will take up all their available
funds for many years to come.

Table III shows   a considerable increase   of pupils    in anglo-
vernacular middle schools during the decennium.

19,    Reference   is now   invited  to   the note  on   the Curricula
Committee of 1921 which recommended the reduction of the anglo-
vernacular middle school course from   4 to   3 years.     Government
accepted this recommendation but on the advice of the Education
Department "removed the top class   of   the anglo-vernacular middle
schools to the high school and thus hoped   to raise   the standard of
educational attainments by the employment of teachers better qualified
than those in anglo-vernacular middle schools.   Public opinion was
opposed to this policy.   It was said that the poor pupil who could not
afford to journey to another place for admission to a high school was
being deprived of "higher" education.   In the face of public opinion,
no other'course was possible but to abandon the policy (tide note on
the High School Board in Part VII of this MemoranBum).